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Standards, Studies of Society Level 5 and Science Level 5 

Society 

 Historical Knowledge and Understanding Historical Reasoning and Interpretation 

Level 5 At Level 5, students analyse and describe key events in ancient and 
medieval societies. 

They use a variety of sources to describe key aspects of these societies. 

They describe aspects of daily life in these societies such as work, the 
division of labour, family, clothing, housing and education. 

They explain key features of community life including myths and legends, 
religious beliefs and practices and cultural expressions such as art and 
drama. 

They analyse the ways that ancient and medieval societies were governed, 
identify political features and explain the nature of the political system, the 
dominant groups and how they established and maintained power. 

They describe the roles of key individuals and evaluate their contributions 
and legacies.  

Students analyse change and continuity over time and compare key 
aspects of past and present societies; for example, aspects of daily life, 
social and political ideas and structures, and cultural values and beliefs. 

They demonstrate understanding of key concepts such as democracy, 
governance, the rule of law, justice, religion, liberty, authority, leadership, 
culture and feudalism. 

They explain the influences of ancient and medieval societies on 
contemporary societies. 

At Level 5, students frame key research questions, plan their investigations, 
and report on their findings. 

They use a range of primary and secondary sources including visual sources 
that record features of the societies in their investigations. 

They identify the content, origin, purpose and context of historical sources. 

They evaluate historical sources for meaning, point of view, values and 
attitudes, and identify some of the strengths and limitations of historical 
documents. 

They use relevant historical evidence, concepts and historical conventions 
such as bibliographies to present a point of view. 

Students use a variety of forms to present their understanding. 
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Science 

 Science Knowledge and Understanding Science at Work 

Level 5 At Level 5, students use the particle model to explain structure and 
properties of matter, chemical reactions and factors that influence rate. 

They explain the structure and function of cells and how different cells work 
together. 

Students explain the relationships, past and present, in living and non-living 
systems, in particular ecosystems, and human impact on these systems. 

They analyse what is needed for living things to survive, thrive or adapt, 
now and in the future. 

They explain how the observed characteristics of living things are used to 
establish a classification system. 

Students use everyday examples of machines, tools and appliances to 
show how the thermodynamic model describes energy and change, and 
force and motion. 

They use time scales to explain the changing Earth and its place in space. 

Students distinguish ideas about the Universe that have a scientific basis 
from those that do not. 

They use physical and theoretical models to investigate geological 
processes. 

At Level 5, students demonstrate safe, technical uses of a range of 
instruments and chemicals, and of procedures for preparation and 
separation. 

They design investigations that include measurement, using standard 
laboratory instruments and equipment and methods to improve accuracy in 
measurement. 

They make systematic observations and interpret recorded data 
appropriately, according to the aims of the study. 

Students justify their choice of instruments and the accuracy of their 
measurements, commenting on the reliability of the procedures, the 
measurements used, and the conclusions drawn against the prediction or 
hypothesis investigated. 

They use appropriate diagrams and symbols when reporting on their 
investigations. 

Students make and use models and images from computer software to 
interpret and explain observations. 

In field work, they demonstrate use of basic sampling procedures and 
represent relationships in ecosystems graphically. 

Students use simulations to predict the effect of changes in an ecosystem. 

They work effectively in a group to use science ideas to make operating 
models of devices. 

Students identify, analyse and ask their own questions in relation to scientific 
ideas or issues of interest. 
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