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Introduction 
This document is adapted from guidelines provided to schools in the Victorian 
Government Education System in Australia in 2001.  The guidelines in this document 
are used to determine the placement and classification of students identified as 
requiring special needs support. 
 
The three placements are 

 Not admitted 
 Alternative learning centre (ALC) placement 
 Mainstream placement with support. 

 
The three classifications are 

 Moderate support 
 Full support 
 ALC support. 

 
The criteria used to determine placement and classification are graded according to 
increasing severity of a disability and are applied under the ability headings of 

 Mobility 
 Fine motor skills 
 Receptive language 
 Expressive communication 
 Challenging behaviour 
 Safety 
 Hearing 
 Vision 
 Self-care 
 Medical 
 Cognitive skills. 

 
The aim of placing and classifying a student with special needs is to optimise service 
delivery so that the best possible access to an educational program can be provided.  
In determining the placement and classification of a student, the Principal leads a 
team consisting of the parents, designated teacher and relevant supporting 
professionals, such as a paediatrician, psychologist, speech and language therapist 
or special needs teacher. 
 
The team considers the evidence gained from formal assessments to inform 
decisions about the abilities of the student.  Initial admission to school may be 
delayed until appropriate assessments have been completed and, whilst it is 
preferred that consensus is reached about each ability, in the absence of consensus, 
the Principal’s decision is final. 
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Mobility 
 
01 – No Impairment 
__________________________________________ 
Moderate Support 
02 – Walks short distances independently. 

I.e. The student has an ongoing impairment (e.g. shortness of breath, 
weakness in one or more limbs) that requires modification of the educational 
program for students of the same age. 

03 – Walks aided (walker, crutches, assistance of a person etc.) 
I.e. The student walks but requires the use of a mechanical device such as a 
walking frame or crutches, or may require assistance from a person from time 
to time to steady the student. 

04 – Propels own wheelchair, bears weight for transfers. 
I.e. The student is reasonably independent with the use of a wheelchair 
(electric or manual) and does not require assistance to move from a wheelchair 
to other chairs, toilet, car etc. 

_________________________________________________________________ 
Full Support  
05 – Propels own wheelchair, total assistance with transfers. 

I.e. The student is reasonably independent with the use of a wheelchair 
(electric or manual) but has a lack of upper body strength to manage transfers 
to and from a wheelchair, e.g. to a chair or car. The assistance of other persons 
is required. 

06 – Uses electric wheelchair. 
I.e. The student is able to operate an electric wheelchair (with hand control or 
other specialised adaptation) and is able to negotiate most of the school 
environment. The student requires assistance with transfers to and from the 
wheelchair. 

07 – Unable to propel a wheelchair. 
I.e. The student can sit but has no physical capacity to operate a wheelchair 
and needs full assistance to move around the school, and requires assistance 

in transfers to and from the wheelchair. 

 

Not Admitted 
08 – Not mobile due to overriding medical conditions. 

I.e. The student has limited voluntary movement and has major difficulty in 
sitting upright.  The student is totally dependent on other persons and may 
require to be in a flat position for the majority of the school day. 
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Fine motor skills 
 
Fine motor skills: The ability of the student to undertake a range of age-appropriate 
tabletop activities necessary to access the curriculum. 
 
01 – No impairment 
02 – Impairment present, minimal effect on movement. 

I.e. The student can manage regular classroom activities. Writing may be 
clumsy but can be read. 

03 – Impairment present, requires occasional assistance. 
I.e. The student is clumsy with small objects and objects may require simple 
modifications such as a standard pencil grip or a larger pencil. 

_________________________________________________________________ 
Moderate Support 
04 – Impairment present, requires frequent assistance/adaptations. 

I.e. Adaptations designed by teachers to assist fine motor skills are required on 
a frequent basis. 

_________________________________________________________________ 
Full Support 
05 – Impairment present, requires constant assistance/adaptations. 

I.e. Specialised equipment is required for the student’s physical impairment, 
e.g. modified wrist-guards or head-pointer, or the use of point boards, concept 
keyboards etc. 

_________________________________________________________________ 
Not Admitted 
06 – Overriding medical condition, participation limited. 

I.e. The student is unable to move any part of the body without the full 
assistance of another person. 
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Receptive language 
 
Receptive communication: The ability to understand a message or instruction 
 
01 – Comprehends conversational speech 
_________________________________________________________________ 
ALC Placement 
02 – Comprehension delayed, understands simple instructions. 

I.e. The student can understand simple instructions such as ‘go to the 
computer’ or ‘stand up’ but has difficulty with instructions that require two or 
more actions. 

03 – Comprehends phrases with gestural cues/modelling prompts. 
I.e. The student can understand simple phrases that are accompanied by 
gestures, e.g. the teacher points the student in the direction of the office where 
the student needs to collect books. 

04 – Limited comprehension, one to two words. 
I.e.  The student can understand simple instructions such as ‘stand’ and ‘sit’ but 
does not understand simple phrases – even with gestures. 

_________________________________________________________________ 
Not Admitted 
05 – Comprehends signs/ gestures/modelling prompts. 

I.e. The student understands signs or gestures such as ‘stop’ or ‘come’ but 
does not have any understanding of any verbal communication. 

06 – Does not comprehend verbal, visual or gestural communication. 
I.e. The student has no understanding of simple one-word commands using 
either voice, visual or gestural cues. 
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Expressive communication 
 
Expressive communication: The ability of the student to communicate with others. 
 
01 – Age appropriate. 
 

Moderate Support 
02 – Speech is intelligible to familiar listeners. 

I.e. The student’s speech can be understood by familiar listeners in the school 
setting, e.g. close friends or teachers. 

03 – Speech is intelligible but not presented in an ordered manner. 
i.e. The student has no articulation difficulties but speech is not presented in an 
ordered manner; e.g. ‘Drink want I’. 

 

Full Support / case by case if comorbid 
04 – Speech is unintelligible even to familiar listeners. 

I.e. Neither the teacher nor the student’s friends can understand what the 
student is attempting to verbalise. The student communicates by pointing or 
indicating in some other manner their wants and needs. This indicator includes 
students who are electively mute. 

 05 – Combines signs and gestures to communicate. 
I.e. To express needs, the student combines informal gestures and signs. The 
student has a more developed system of indicating needs than a simple point, 
and has not been taught or has not learnt a communication system. 

06 – Uses augmentative communication aid or alternative communication system. 
I.e. Effective communication is possible only through an augmentative 
communication aid such as an electronic communicator (small computer) or a 
sign board, e.g. Compic signs, or through an alternative communication system 
(such as sign language or a simpler system such as Makaton). While verbal 
attempts may be used in conjunction with an aid or alternative system, there is 
no meaningful verbal communication. 

_________________________________________________________________ 
Not Admitted 
07 – Has no expressive communication. 

I.e. The student is totally dependent on other people to anticipate their needs. 
The student is unable to express any needs with either verbal or non-verbal 
means. 
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Challenging (excess) behaviour 
 
Challenging (excess) behaviour: Behaviour that is manifestly beyond the 
expectations for students of a similar age, and that includes major and constant 
violations of age-appropriate social behaviour that are more than ordinary childish 
mischief or rebelliousness. 
 
01 – No overt challenging (excess) behaviour 
 

Full Support 
02 – Shows depression/emotional outbursts beyond regular classroom control. 

I.e. The student’s behaviour is either very quiet and withdrawn or the student 
has emotional outbursts that are difficult to manage. The behaviours are 
accompanied by periods of reasonable and acceptable social interaction. 

 

ALC Placement 
03 – Extreme withdrawal, unpredictable, moody, aggressive or persistent habit 

disorders (such as self-reinforcing cycles of behaviour). 
I.e. The student’s behaviour is extreme. The extreme withdrawn, unpredictable, 
moody, aggressive or persistent habit disorders may be a habit – such as 
screaming, biting or hitting – or be repetitive, such as finger-flicking, constant 
rocking or self-mutilation. The student is able to be part of activities with 
constant reminders and structured program intervention. 

 

Not Admitted 
04 – Unable to function in almost all areas, needs supervision to prevent injury to self 

or others. 
I.e. The student is unable to function in almost all school activities without 
constant supervision to prevent injury to self or others. The student requires an 
individually tailored fully supported program at all times. 

 
The FREQUENCY element is designed to provide some understanding of the 
number of occasions that the challenging (excess) behaviour is observed. 

01 – Not appropriate 
02 – Occasional (e.g. six to twelve times a year) 
03 – Episodic outbreaks of excess behaviour 
04 – Frequent (e.g. five to six times a week) 
05 – Constant (e.g. two to ten times a day) 

 
Student A: Is hitting out at other students. It appears that there are weeks when 
nothing is observed but then for a short period of six or seven days the hitting-out 
behaviour is constant. This student should be scored as 02 in challenging (excess) 
behaviour and 03 in frequency. 
 
Student B: Is extremely withdrawn, does not interact with people, has a fixed stare 
and tends to hit own head when distressed (happens daily). Will attempt simple 
tasks when explained but concentration drifts. This student should be scored as 03 
in challenging (excess) behaviour and 04 in frequency. 
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Safety 
 
Safety: The ability of the student to be maintained in the immediate school 
environment (classroom, playground) with similar levels of supervision provided to 
the peer group. 
 
01 – Is capable of operating safely in most school environments 
_________________________________________________________________ 
Moderate Support 
02 – Requires supervision in certain activities. 

I.e. The student requires supervision beyond that required for age-appropriate 
students at certain times of the day either in the classroom or in the playground. 
An example is the need for supervision in woodwork classes to guard against 
the student being injured. At other times of the day, in general classrooms and 
in the playground, the student is able to operate with normal supervision 
provision. 

 

Full Support 
03 – Requires constant supervision in a range of activities. 

I.e. The student requires supervision and physical assistance to assure 
personal safety in both classroom and playground activities. In a small number 
of activities the student is able to operate with normal supervision provision. 

_________________________________________________________________ 
Not Admitted 
04 – Is not able to operate safely in school environments without intensive 

supervision. 
I.e. The student cannot operate in the classroom and the playground unless 
constant supervision is provided. 
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Hearing 
 
Hearing: The ability of the student to hear the teacher’s spoken instructions within 
the school with whatever corrective or assisting device is provided. Impairment is 
defined as a bilateral sensori-neural hearing loss that is moderate/severe/profound. 
These indicators are designed for students with a diagnosed permanent hearing 
impairment rather than for students with a temporary ear infection. 
 
01 – No impairment 
_________________________________________________________________ 
Moderate Support 
02 – Copes reasonably well with little difficulty hearing conversational speech. 

I.e. With whatever corrective or assisting device is provided, the student may 
have trouble hearing faint or distant speech but copes reasonably well with 
conversational speech (may need instructions repeated to ensure complete 
understanding). 

03 – Difficulty hearing conversational speech, particularly with background noise. 
I.e. With whatever corrective or assisting device is provided, the student has 
difficulty in hearing conversational speech, particularly with background noise. 

_________________________________________________________________ 
Full Support 
04 – Aware of environmental sounds and some elements of speech only. 

I.e. With whatever corrective or assisting device is provided, the student is able 
to identify louder environmental sounds, but will be unable to hear 
conversational speech well enough to understand. 

05 – No useful hearing. 
I.e. With whatever corrective or assisting device is provided, the student cannot 
follow teacher instructions and is almost entirely dependent on visual clues for 
information about what is happening. 
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Vision 
 
Vision: The ability of the student to visually access curriculum provision within the 
school with whatever corrective or assisting device is provided. 
 
01 – No impairment, including vision corrected to normal with glasses or contact 

lenses. 
 

Full Support 
02 – Difficulty with print, graphics or small objects OR at level of objects in 

environment. 
I.e. With the use of either spectacles or contact lenses the student has difficulty 
with print, graphics or small objects OR at the level of objects in the 
environment, e.g. difficulty with large print OR difficulty negotiating tables/chairs 
in the classroom. 

03 – Difficulty with print, graphics or small objects AND at level of objects in the 
Environment. 
I.e. With the use of spectacles or contact lenses the student has difficulty with 
print, graphics or small objects AND at the level of objects in the environment, 
e.g. difficulty with large print AND difficulty negotiating tables/chairs in the 
classroom. 

04 – Uses tactile, auditory and/or voice-synthesised modes for access to, and 
production of, written work. 
I.e. The student is unable to access any learning activities through visual 
means. The student is dependent on alternative means to access and produce 
written work. 
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Self-care 
 
Self-care: The ability of the student to look after his/her personal needs within 
reasonable age-related expectations. 
 
01 – Independent 
_________________________________________________________________ 
Moderate Support 
02 – Minimal supervision (formal program not needed). 

I.e. Minimal supervision. The student may occasionally need to be reminded to 
complete an activity such as going to the toilet or tying shoelaces. No need for 
any formal program. 

03 – Instruction required with expected outcome of increased independence. 
I.e. The student requires an instruction to complete an activity most of the time. 
However, there are indications that given time and training the student will be 
able to complete activities independently. 

_________________________________________________________________ 
Full Support 
04 – Assistance required for portions of an activity. 

I.e. The student requires assistance for portions of an activity but is able to 
complete the task, e.g. can complete putting on a T-shirt after it is placed over 
the head, can wash own hands after the tap is turned on. 

05 – Full assistance required throughout all activities. 
I.e. The student is unable to dress, feed and toilet themself without the full 
assistance of another person. 
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Medical 
 
Medical: The requirement for support for highly specialised medical procedures that 
need to be undertaken during school hours. 
 
01 – No specialised medical needs at school  
 

Moderate Support 
02 – Requires on-call medical attention for an infrequent but predictable medical 

condition at school, e.g. severe seizure that requires medical intervention. 
I.e. Requires on-call medical attention for an infrequent but predictable medical 
condition during school hours, e.g. the student regularly has epileptic seizures 
at school that are managed within the school but may infrequently (twice a 
year) require an ambulance or local doctor to be called. 

_________________________________________________________________ 
Full Support 
03 – Needs specialised or frequent support for ongoing medical procedures at 

school, e.g. catheterisation, daily injections, respirators. 
I.e. Needs specialised or frequent support for ongoing medical procedures 
during school hours, e.g. daily medical procedures that require specialised 
training such as catheterisation (at school), daily injections that the student 
cannot self-administer (at school), or access and use of a full respirator (not an 
inhaler). 

04 – Requires full-time medical attention throughout every school day. 
I.e. This indicator is for students attending school whose medical condition 
requires constant monitoring by a designated person during the school day. 
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Cognitive skills 
 
Cognitive skills: The ability to acquire knowledge.  Knowledge includes perception, 
intuition and reasoning. 
 
01 – Able to access education programs provided within the year level 
 
02 – Requires occasional assistance in skill acquisition. 

I.e. Requires occasional modifications to the curriculum, e.g. the student can 
learn the same mathematics skills as all other students, but needs a longer time 
to master the skills. 

_________________________________________________________________ 
Moderate to Full Support (case by case basis) 
03 – Requires frequent assistance/adaptations in skill acquisition. 

I.e. Requires frequent modifications to the curriculum, e.g. could involve the 
teacher having to break down the skill to be taught into small achievable skills. 

04 – Requires substantial assistance/adaptations in skill acquisition. 
I.e. Requires substantial modifications to the curriculum, e.g. could involve the 
teacher having to address the student’s individual needs and prioritise the 
important skills to be taught within the curriculum. 

 


